Class Descriptions
All of the class descriptions below are exact descriptions from the Indiana State Department of
Education Course Titles and Descriptions Guidelines which may be found here:
http://www.doe.in.gov/ccr/course-titles-and-descriptions
English Department
6th Grade English Language Arts, Grade 6, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards
for English/Language Arts and the integration of the Indiana Common Core Standards, is
integrated instruction emphasizing reading, writing, speaking and listening in interest- and ageappropriate content. Students apply skills they learned in earlier grades to make sense of
longer, more challenging text. They interpret figurative language and words with multiple
meanings. They examine an author's choice of words and reasonableness of statements in
nonfiction works. They critique the believability of characters and plots in fiction works. They
begin to read autobiographies. They read and respond to fiction selections, such as classic and
contemporary literature, historical fiction, fantasy or science fiction, mystery or adventure,
folklore or mythology, poetry, short stories, and dramas, and nonfiction selections, such as
subject area books, biographies, magazines and newspapers, various reference or technical
materials, and online information. Students self-select books of interest and read independently
for enjoyment. Students apply language skills and strategies they learned in earlier grades.
Using oral discussion, reading, writing, art, music, movement, and drama, students respond to
fiction, nonfiction, and informational selections or reality-based experiences, multimedia
presentations, and classroom or group experiences. They apply their research skills by writing
or delivering reports that demonstrate the distinction between their own ideas and the ideas of
others. They use simple, compound, and complex sentences to express their thoughts. They
deliver oral presentations on problems and solutions and show evidence to support their views.
Students also listen to literature read aloud to them and write independently for enjoyment.

7th Grade English Language Arts, Grade 7, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards
for English/Language Art and the integration of the Indiana Common Core Standards s is
integrated instruction emphasizing reading, writing, speaking and listening in interest- and ageappropriate content. Students develop advanced skills and strategies in reading. They
understand comparisons, such as analogies and metaphors, and they begin to use their
knowledge of roots and word parts to understand science, social studies, and mathematics
vocabulary. They begin to read reviews, as well as critiques of both informational and literary
writing. They read and respond to fiction selections, such as classic and contemporary
literature, historical fiction, fantasy or science fiction, mystery or adventure, folklore or
mythology, poetry, short stories, and dramas, and nonfiction selections, such as subject area
books, biographies or autobiographies, magazines and newspapers, various reference or
technical materials, and online information. Students self-select books of interest and read
independently for enjoyment. Students develop advanced skills and strategies in language.

Using oral discussion, reading, writing, art, music, movement, and drama, students respond to
fiction, nonfiction, and informational selections or reality-based experiences, multimedia
presentations, and classroom or group experiences. They write or deliver longer research
reports that take a position on a topic, and they support their positions by citing a variety of
sources. They use a variety of sentence structures and modifiers to express their thoughts.
They deliver persuasive presentations that state a clear position in support of an arguments or
proposal. Students also listen to literature read aloud to them and write independently for
enjoyment.
8th Grade English Language Arts, Grade 8, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards
for English/Language Arts and the integration of the Indiana Common Core Standards is
integrated instruction emphasizing reading, writing, speaking and listening in interest- and ageappropriate content. Students begin to study the history and development of English vocabulary.
They begin to compare different types of writing as well as different perspectives on similar
topics or themes. They evaluate the logic of informational texts and analyze how literature
reflects the backgrounds, attitudes, and beliefs of the authors. They read and respond to fiction
selections, such as classic and contemporary literature, historical fiction, fantasy or science
fiction, mystery or adventure, folklore or mythology, poetry, short stories, and dramas, and
nonfiction selections, such as subject area books, biographies or autobiographies, magazines
and newspapers, various reference or technical materials, and online information. Students selfselect books of interest and read independently for enjoyment. Students get ready for the
language challenges of high school materials. Using oral discussion, reading, writing, art, music,
movement, and drama, students respond to fiction, nonfiction, and informational selections or
reality based experiences, multimedia presentations, and classroom or group experiences. They
not only write or deliver research reports but also conduct their own research. They use
subordination, coordination, noun phrases and other devices of English language conventions
to indicate clearly the relationship between ideas. They deliver a variety of types of
presentations and effectively respond to questions and concerns from the audience. Students
also listen to literature read aloud to them and write independently for enjoyment.
English 9
English 9, an integrated English course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for
English/Language Arts in Grade 9, is a study of language, literature, composition, and oral
communication with a focus on exploring a wide-variety of genres and their elements. Students
use literary interpretation, analysis, comparisons, and evaluation to read and respond to
representative works of historical or cultural significance appropriate for Grade 9 in classic and
contemporary literature balanced with nonfiction. Students write short stories, responses to
literature, expository and argumentative/persuasive compositions, research reports, business
letters, and technical documents. Students deliver grade-appropriate oral presentations and
access, analyze, and evaluate online information.

English 10
English 10, an integrated English course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for
English/Language Arts in Grade 10, is a study of language, literature, composition, and oral
communication with a focus on exploring universal themes across a wide variety of genres.
Students use literary interpretation, analysis, comparisons, and evaluation to read and respond
to representative works of historical or cultural significance appropriate for Grade 10 in classic
and contemporary literature balanced with nonfiction. Students write short stories, responses to
literature, expository and argumentative/persuasive compositions, research reports, business
letters, and technical documents. Students deliver grade-appropriate oral presentations and
access, analyze, and evaluate online information.
English 11
English 11, an integrated English course based on the Indiana’s Academic Standards for
English/Language Arts in Grade 11, is a study of language, literature, composition, and oral
communication with a focus on exploring characterization across universal themes in a wide
variety of genres. Students use literary interpretation, analysis, comparisons, and evaluation to
read and respond to representative works of historical or cultural significance appropriate for
Grade 11 in classic and contemporary literature balanced with nonfiction. Students write
narratives, responses to literature, academic essays ( e.g. analytical, persuasive, expository,
summary), reflective compositions, historical investigation reports, resumes, and technical
documents incorporating visual information in the form of pictures, graphs, and tables. Students
write and deliver grade-appropriate multimedia presentations and access, analyze, and evaluate
online information.
English 12
English 12, an integrated English course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for
English/Language Arts for Grade 12, is a study of language, literature, composition, and oral
communication focusing on an exploration of point of view or perspective across a wide variety
of genres. Students use literary interpretation, analysis, comparisons, and evaluation to read
and respond to representative works of historical or cultural significance for Grade 12 in classic
and contemporary literature balanced with nonfiction. Students write narratives, responses to
literature, academic essays ( e.g. analytical, persuasive, expository, summary), reflective
compositions, historical investigation reports, resumes and technical documents incorporating
visual information in the form of pictures, graphs, and tables. Students write and deliver gradeappropriate multimedia presentations and access, analyze, and evaluate online information

English Literature & Composition, Advanced Placement
English Literature and Composition, Advanced Placement, is an advanced placement course
based on content established by the College Board. An AP English course in Literature and

Composition engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative
literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of
the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they
read, students consider a work's structure, style, and themes as well as such smallerscale
elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. The course includes
intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, concentrating on
works of recognized literary merit.
Creative Writing
Creative Writing, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English/Language Arts,
is a study and application of the rhetorical writing strategies for prose and poetry. Using the
writing process, students demonstrate a command of vocabulary, the nuances of language and
vocabulary, English language conventions, an awareness of the audience, the purposes for
writing, and the style of their own writing. CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT: Students complete a
project, such as a short story, a narrative or epic poem, a persuasive speech or letter, a book
review, a script or short play, or other creative compositions, which demonstrates knowledge,
application, and writing progress in the Creative Writing course content.
Speech
Speech, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English/Language Arts, is the
study and application of the basic principles and techniques of effective oral communication.
Students deliver focused and coherent speeches that convey clear messages, using gestures,
tone, and vocabulary appropriate to the audience and purpose. Students deliver different types
of oral and multi-media presentations, including viewpoint, instructional, demonstration,
informative, persuasive, and impromptu. Students use the same standard English conventions
for oral speech that they use in their writing
Journalism
Journalism, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English/Language Arts, is a
study of news elements, journalism history, First Amendment law, ethics, fact and opinion, copy
editing, news, and features as they apply to print and digital media products. It includes a
comparison study of journalistic writing to other types of English writing with practical application
of news, features, editorials, reviews, columns and digital media writing forms. For the second
credit: Students continue to develop journalistic writing skills in addition to studying graphic
design, advertising, public relations, photojournalism and emerging media development and
design. By the end of the semester, students write, shoot and design stories for print and digital
media products.
Composition
Composition, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English/Language Arts, is a
study and application of the rhetorical writing strategies of narration, description, exposition, and

persuasion. Using the writing process, students demonstrate a command of vocabulary, English
language conventions, research and organizational skills, an awareness of the audience, the
purpose for writing, and style. Students read classic and contemporary literature or articles and
use appropriate works as models for writing. Students write a variety of types of compositions
with a focus on fictional narratives, reflective compositions, academic essays, and responses to
literature.
Debate
Debate, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English/Language Arts, is the
study and application of the basic principles of debate involving support for the basic types of
arguments (induction, deduction, causation) and debate strategies (affirmative or negative
argument construction and extension, case development, refutation or rebuttal of argument
claims and evidence, and persuasive speaking). DEBATE PROJECT: Students complete a
project, such as a mock debate or trial, participation in a forum, competition, or tournament, or
an argument supporting or opposing different sides of a major issue, which demonstrates
knowledge, application, and presentation progress in the Debate course content.
Language Arts Lab
Language Arts Lab is a supplemental course that provides students with individualized or small
group instruction designed to support success in completing course work aligned with the
Indiana Academic Standards for English Language/Arts focusing on the writing standards. All
students should be concurrently enrolled in an English course in which class work will address
all of the Indiana Academic Standards.

Social Studies Department
6th Grade Social Studies Students in sixth grade compare the history, geography, government,
economic systems, current issues, and cultures of the Western World with an emphasis on: (1)
Europe, (2) North America, (3) South America, (4) Central America, (5) the Caribbean region,
and (6) Antarctica. Instructional programs for sixth grade students include experiences which
foster the passage from concrete examples to abstract reasoning, concepts, ideas, and
generalizations. Opportunities to develop skills include the use of a variety of resources and
activities. Students should acquire positive attitudes regarding active participation, cooperation,
responsibility, open-mindedness, and respect for others.
7th Grade Social Studies Students in seventh grade compare the history, geography,
government, economic systems, current issues, and cultures of the Western World with an
emphasis on: (1) Asia, (2) Africa, (3) the Commonwealth of Independent States, (4) the Middle
East, (5) the Pacific Islands, (6) Australia, and (7) New Zealand. Learning experiences for
seventh grade students should help them to make the transition from concrete examples to
abstract ideas, concepts, and generalizations. In-depth studies provide greater understanding of

environmental influences on economic, cultural, and political institutions. Opportunities to
develop thinking and research skills include reading and interpreting maps, graphs, and charts.
Decision-making and problem-solving activities should include the following: (1) identifying
problems, issues and questions; (2) information gathering; (3) hypothesizing; and (4) evaluating
alternative solutions and actions.
8th grade Social Studies Eighth grade United States History emphasizes the interaction of
historical events and geographic, social, and economic influences on national development prior
to the twentieth century. Special attention is given to (1) Native American cultures and the preColumbian period; (2) colonial, revolutionary, and constitutional issues; (3) early national
formation; (4) sectional divisions leading to the Civil War; (5) Reconstruction; (6)
industrialization; (7) urbanization; and (8) immigration. In this course, students examine major
themes, issues, events, movements, and figures in United States history prior to 1900 and
explore relationship to modern issues and current events, for example: (1) antiwar movements
in different periods in United States history, (2) the influence of inventions and economic
innovations, and (3) Indiana’s concurrent growth and development. Eighth grade students need
to experience a variety of teaching and learning strategies. Students are provided practice in
thinking and research skills by learning to use the media center, primary documents, and
community resources to identify, evaluate and use appropriate data and reference information.
This course also helps student to develop an appreciation of historical preservation. Finally,
students should demonstrate, through their studies, a commitment to the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic society.

Digital Citizenship (Computers) Digital Citizenship prepares students to use computer
technology in an effective and appropriate manner. Students develop knowledge of word
processing, spreadsheets, presentation and communications software. Students establish what
it means to be a good digital citizen and how to use technology appropriately
World Geography
World Geography allows students to study the interaction of humans and their environments in
a world setting. Students study global patterns of physical and cultural characteristics, including
the Earth/sun relationship, atmospheric and oceanic circulation, landforms, climate, vegetation,
population, economic and political structures, culture, cultural diffusion, and international and
interregional connections. Using maps, geographic representations and technology such as
geographic information systems (GIS) students will examine spatial relationships, the interaction
of physical and cultural characteristics of designated places, areas, or regions. Students are
expected to apply knowledge of geographic concepts and uses of geography to inquiry,
research, and use participatory processes. Guiding course content are the themes of location,
characteristic of place, human/environmental interaction, movement between places, and
regions. Emphasized are elements of the National Geography Standards: The World in Spatial
Terms, Places and Regions, Physical Systems, Human Systems and Environment and Society.

World History I
World History and Civilization emphasizes events and developments in the past that greatly
affected large numbers of people across broad areas and that significantly influenced peoples
and places in subsequent eras. Key events related to people and places as well as transcultural
interaction and exchanges are examined in this course. Students are expected to compare and
contrast events and developments involving diverse peoples and civilizations in different regions
of the world. They will examine examples of continuity and change, universality and particularity,
and unity and diversity among various peoples and cultures from the past to the present.
Students are also expected to practice and process skills of historical thinking and research and
apply content knowledge to the practice of thinking and inquiry skills and processes. There will
be continuous and pervasive interactions of processes and content, skills and substance, in the
teaching and learning of history.
Current Problems, Issues, and Events
Current Problems, Issues, and Events gives students the opportunity to apply investigative and
inquiry techniques to the study of significant problems or issues. Students develop competence
in (1) recognizing cause and effect relationships, (2) recognizing fallacies in reasoning and
propaganda devices, (3) synthesizing knowledge into useful patterns, (4) stating and testing
hypotheses, and (5) generalizing based on evidence. Problems or issues selected will have
contemporary historical significance and will be studies from the viewpoint of the social science
disciplines. Community service programs and internships within the community may be
included.
Economics
Economics examines the allocation of resources and their uses for satisfying human needs and
wants. The course analyzes economic reasoning and behaviors of consumers, producers,
savers, investors, workers, voters, institutions, governments, and societies in making decisions.
Students will explain that because resources are limited, people must make choices and
understand the role that supply, demand, prices, and profits play in a market economy. Key
elements of the course include the study of scarcity and economic reasoning, supply and High
School Approved Titles and Descriptions Indiana Department of Education 171 2015-2016
School Year May 15, 2015 Edition demand, market structures, the role of government, national
economic performance, the role of financial institutions, economic stabilization, and trade.
Government United States Government provides a framework for understanding the purposes,
principles, and practices of constitutional representative democracy in the United States.
Responsible and effective participation of citizens is stressed. Students understand the nature
of citizenship, politics, and governments and understand the rights and responsibilities of
citizens and how these are part of local, state, and national government. Students examine how
the United States Constitution protects rights and provides the structure and functions of various
levels of government. How the United States interacts with other nations and the government’s

role in world affairs will be included. Using primary and secondary resources, students will
articulate, evaluate, and defend positions on political issues. As a result, they will be able to
explain the role of individuals and groups in government, politics, and civic activities and the
need for civic and political engagement of citizens in the United States.
US History United States History is a two-semester course that builds upon concepts
developed in previous studies of U.S. History and emphasizes national development from the
late nineteenth century into the twenty-first century. After reviewing fundamental themes in the
early development of the nation, students are expected to identify and review significant events,
persons, and movements in the early development of the nation. The course then gives major
emphasis to the interaction of key events, people, and political, economic, social, and cultural
influences in national developments from the late nineteenth century through the present as
they relate to life in Indiana and the United States. Students are expected to trace and analyze
chronological periods and examine the significant themes and concepts in U.S. History.
Students develop historical thinking and research skills and use primary and secondary sources
to explore topical issues and to understand the cause for changes in the nation over time.
AP World History World History, Advanced Placement is a course that provides students with
the content established by the College Board. The course will have a chronological frame from
the periods 8000 B.C.E. to the present. AP World History focuses on five overarching themes:
Interaction Between Humans and the Environment, Development and Interaction of Cultures,
State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict, Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic
Systems, Development and Transformation of Social Structures.
African Studies
African Studies helps students understand and appreciate the diverse peoples, cultures, and
economic systems of the African continent. This course examines: (1) the early kingdoms and
cities of Africa, (2) early trade routes with Europe and the East, (3) the influence of African
culture in the Americas, (4) European colonization of Africa, (5) African influences in the United
States, (6) the establishment of independent nations in Africa, and (7) contemporary traditions,
literature, art and other aspects of culture.
Anthropology
Anthropology gives students perspectives concerning patterns of culture among people. The
course introduces the anthropologist’s processes of observing and analyzing human behavior.
Topics studied include (1) theories and principles of cultural formation, growth, function, and
change; (2) the relationship of culture to environment; and (3) the relationship between cultural
background and behavior.
Ethnic Studies
Ethnic Studies provides opportunities to broaden students’ perspectives concerning lifestyles
and cultural patterns of ethnic groups in the United States. This course will either focus on a

particular ethnic group or groups, or use a comparative approach to the study of patterns of
cultural development, immigration, and assimilation, as well as the contributions of specific
ethnic or cultural groups. The course may also include analysis of the political impact of ethnic
diversity in the United States.

Science Department
6th Grade Science Students in sixth grade understand that matter is composed of different
states with different properties and that energy has different forms with unique characteristics.
They understand the relationships between celestial bodies and the force that keeps them in
regular and predictable motion. They describe the complex relationships that exist between
organisms in all ecosystems and they understand that the major source of energy for all
ecosystems is the sun.
7th Grade Science Students in seventh grade understand that energy cannot be created or
destroyed, but only changed from one form into another or transferred from place to place. They
understand forces as they apply to nature and machines. They describe how earth processes
have shaped the topography of the earth and have made it possible to measure geological time.
They understand the cellular structure of living organisms, from single celled to multicellular.
8th Grade Science Students in eighth grade understand how atomic structure determines
chemical properties and how atoms and molecules interact. They explain how the water cycle
and air movement are caused by differential heating of air, land, and water and how these affect
weather and climate. They understand that natural and human events change the
environmental conditions on the earth. They understand the predictability of characteristics
being passed from parent to offspring and how a particular environment selects for traits that
increase survival and reproduction by individuals bearing those traits.
Biology
Biology I is a course based on the following core topics: cellular chemistry, structure and
reproduction; matter cycles and energy transfer; interdependence of organisms; molecular basis
of heredity; genetics and evolution. Instruction should focus on developing student
understanding that scientific knowledge is gained from observation of natural phenomena and
experimentation by designing and conducting investigations guided by theory and by evaluating
and communicating the results of those investigations according to accepted procedures.
Physics
Physics I is a course focused on the following core topics: motion and forces; energy and
momentum; temperature and thermal energy transfer; electricity and magnetism; vibrations and
waves; light and optics. Instruction should focus on developing student understanding that
scientific knowledge is gained from observation of natural phenomena and experimentation by

designing and conducting investigations guided by theory and by evaluating and communicating
the results of those investigations according to accepted procedures.
Chemistry I
Chemistry I is a course based on the following core topics: properties and states of matter;
atomic structure; bonding; chemical reactions; solution chemistry; behavior of gases, and
organic chemistry. Students enrolled in Chemistry I compare, contrast, and synthesize useful
models of the structure and properties of matter and the mechanisms of its interactions.
Instruction should focus on developing student understanding that scientific knowledge is
gained from observation of natural phenomena and experimentation by designing and
conducting investigations guided by theory and by evaluating and communicating the results of
those investigations according to accepted procedures.
Anatomy & Physiology
Anatomy & Physiology is a course in which students investigate concepts related to Health
Science, with emphasis on interdependence of systems and contributions of each system to the
maintenance of a healthy body. Introduces students to the cell, which is the basic structural and
functional unit of all organisms, and covers tissues, integument, skeleton, muscular and nervous
systems as an integrated unit. Through instruction, including laboratory activities, students apply
concepts associated with Human Anatomy & Physiology. Students will understand the structure,
organization and function of the various components of the healthy body in order to apply this
knowledge in all health related fields.
Life Science
Life Science is an introduction to biology course. Students develop problem-solving skills and
strategies while performing laboratory and field investigations of fundamental biological
concepts and principles. Students explore the functions and processes of cells within all living
organisms, the sources and patterns of genetic inheritance and variation leading to biodiversity,
and the relationships of living organisms to each other and to the environment as a whole.

Psychology
Psychology is the scientific study of mental processes and behavior. The course is divided into
eight content areas. History & Scientific Method explores the history of psychology, the research
methods used, and the ethical considerations that must be utilized. Biological Basis for Behavior
focuses on the way the brain and nervous system function, including sensation, perception,
motivation and emotion. Development looks at all the changes through one’s life; physical,
cognitive, as well as emotional, social and moral development. Cognition focuses on learning,
memory, information processing, and language development. Personality and Assessment
looks at the approaches used to explain one’s personality and the assessment tools used.

Abnormal Psychology explores psychological disorders and the various treatments used for
them. Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Behavior covers topics such as conformity, obedience,
perceptions, attitudes and influence of the group on the individual. Psychological Thinking
explores how to think like a psychologist and expand critical thinking skills needed in the day-today life of a psychologist.
Math Department
6th Grade Pre-Algebra
This course reinforces arithmetic skills, developing the pre-algebra concepts of variable
recognition, signed numbers, formulas and single variable equations. Students will be
introduced to algebraic symbolism, simplifying expressions, solutions to elementary equations,
and the graphic representations associated with variables.
7th Grade Math Mathematics – Grade 7 continues the trajectory towards a more formalized
understanding of mathematics that occurs at the high school level that began in Grade 6.
Students extend ratio reasoning to analyze proportional relationships and solve real-world and
mathematical problems; extend previous understanding of the number system and operations to
perform operations using all rational numbers; apply properties of operations in the context of
algebraic expressions and equations; draw, construct, describe, and analyze geometrical
figures and the relationships between them; apply understandings of statistical variability and
distributions by using random sampling, making inferences, and investigating chance processes
and probability models. As in all mathematics courses, the Mathematical Practice Standards
apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students
experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability
to make sense of problem situations.
7th Grade Math Lab Mathematics Lab provides students with individualized instruction designed
to support success in completing mathematics coursework aligned with Indiana’s Academic
Standards for Mathematics and the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics.
Mathematics Lab is to be taken in conjunction with a mathematics course, and the content of
Mathematics Lab should be tightly aligned to the content of its corresponding course.
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8th Grade Math Lab Mathematics Lab provides students with individualized instruction designed
to support success in completing mathematics coursework aligned with Indiana’s Academic
Standards for Mathematics and the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics.

Mathematics Lab is to be taken in conjunction with a mathematics course, and the content of
Mathematics Lab should be tightly aligned to the content of its corresponding course.
8th grade math Mathematics – Grade 8 continues the trajectory towards a more formalized
understanding of mathematics that occurs at the high school level that was begun in Grades 6
and 7. Students extend their understanding of rational numbers to develop an understanding of
irrational numbers; connect ratio and proportional reasoning to lines and linear functions; define,
evaluate, compare, and model with functions; build understanding of congruence and similarity;
understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem; and extend their understanding of statistics
and probability by investigating patterns of association in bivariate data. As in all mathematics
courses, the Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with
the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful,
and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Algebra I
Algebra I formalizes and extends the mathematics students learned in the middle grades.
Algebra I is made up of 5 strands: Real Numbers and Expressions; Functions; Linear Equations,
Inequalities, and Functions; Systems of Equations and Inequalities; Quadratic and Exponential
Equations and Functions; and Data Analysis and Statistics. The critical areas deepen and
extend understanding of linear and exponential relationships by contrasting them with each
other and by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend, and students engage in
methods for analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions. The Process Standards for
Mathematics apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe
that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use
of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Algebra II
Algebra II builds on work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions and allows for
students to extend their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical
functions. Students work closely with the expressions that define the functions, and continue to
expand and hone their abilities to model situations and to solve equations, including solving
quadratic equations over the set of complex numbers and solving exponential equations using
the properties of logarithms. Algebra II is made up of 5 strands: Complex Numbers and
Expressions; Functions; Systems of Equations; Quadratic Equations and Functions; Exponential
& Logarithmic Equations and Functions; Polynomial, Rational, and Other Equations and
Functions; and Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability. The Process Standards for
Mathematics apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe
that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use
of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Calculus

Calculus expands a student’s knowledge of topics functions, graphs, limits, derivatives, and
integrals. Additionally, students will review algebra and functions, modeling, trigonometry, etc.
The Process Standards for Mathematics apply throughout each course and, together with the
content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and
logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Trigonometry
Trigonometry provides students with the skills and understandings that are necessary for
advanced manipulation of angles and measurement. Trigonometry provides the foundation for
common periodic functions that are encountered many disciplines, including music, engineering,
medicine, and finance (and nearly all other STEM disciplines). Trigonometry consists of seven
strands: Conics, Unit Circle, Geometry, Periodic Functions, Identities, Polar Coordinates, and
Vectors. Students will also advance their understanding of imaginary numbers through an
investigation of complex numbers and polar coordinates. A strong understanding of complex
and imaginary numbers is a necessity for fields such as engineering and computer
programming. The Process Standards for Mathematics apply throughout each course and,
together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a
coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem
situations
Geometry
Geometry formalizes and extends students’ geometric experiences from the middle grades.
Students explore more complex geometric situations and deepen their explanations of
geometric relationships, moving towards formal mathematical arguments. Five critical areas
comprise the Geometry course: Logic and Proofs; Points, Lines, Angles, and Planes; Triangles;
Quadrilaterals and Other Polygons; Circles; Transformations; and Three dimensional Solids.
The Process Standards for Mathematics apply throughout each course and, together with the
content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and
logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
ECA Math Lab
Mathematics Lab provides students with individualized instruction designed to support success
in completing mathematics coursework aligned with Indiana’s Academic Standards for
Mathematics. It is recommended that Mathematics Lab is taken in conjunction with a Core 40
mathematics course, and the content of Mathematics Lab should be tightly aligned to the
content of its corresponding course. Mathematics Lab should not be offered in conjunction with
Algebra I or Integrated Mathematics I; instead, schools should offer Algebra Enrichment or
Integrated Mathematics Enrichment to provide students with rigorous support for these courses.
Advanced Math, College Credit

Advanced Mathematics, College Credit is a title covering (1) any advanced mathematics course
offered for credit by an accredited postsecondary institution
Performing Arts Department
Exploring Music Instrumental Music for Grades 4-6 is based on the Indiana Academic
Standards for Music and provides students with the opportunity to apply knowledge learned in
the Kindergarten through Grade 6 Exploring Music curriculum by learning to play an instrument.
The instrumental classes provide beginning instruction in any of the following areas: strings,
woodwinds, brass, percussion, guitar, recorder, and keyboard instruments, including electronic
instruments. Ensemble and solo activities are designed for students to develop elements of
musicianship including tone production, technical skills, intonation, and music reading skills.
Experiences include improvising and playing by ear. Students also participate in performance
opportunities outside of the school day that support and extend the learning in the classroom.

Music Exploration (MS)
Middle Level Exploring Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Exploring Music.
Students taking this course are provided with activities that build on Kindergarten through Grade
6 musical knowledge and skills. Instruction is designed to enable students to perform and create
music, respond to music, and integrate music study into other subject areas. Activities and
experiences in music are designed to develop students’ appreciation of music as an art form, to
build the foundation for music literacy, and to understand music as it relates to history, culture,
and the community.
Beginning Band Beginning Concert Band is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for
High School Instrumental Music. Students taking this course are provided with a balanced
comprehensive study of music through the concert band, which develops skills in the
psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Ensemble and solo activities are designed to
develop elements of musicianship including tone production, technical skills, intonation, music
reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, studying historically significant styles of literature,
and integration of other applicable disciplines. Experiences include improvising, conducting,
playing by ear, and sight-reading. Students develop the ability to understand and convey the
composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the school day may be scheduled
for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public performances may serve as a
culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are required to participate in
performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and extend learning in the
classroom.
Applied Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral or
Instrumental Music. Applied Music offers high school students the opportunity to receive small
group or private instruction designed to develop and refine performance skills. A variety of

music methods and repertoire is utilized to refine students' abilities in performing, creating, and
responding to music.
Intermediate Band Intermediate Concert Band is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for
High School Instrumental Music. This course includes a balanced comprehensive study of
music that develops skills in the psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Ensemble and
solo activities are designed to develop elements of musicianship including tone production,
technical skills, intonation, music reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, studying
historically significant styles of literature, and integration of other applicable disciplines. Students
study a varied repertoire of developmentally appropriate concert band literature and develop the
ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of
the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public
performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are
required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and
extend learning in the classroom.
Intermediate Chorus Intermediate Chorus is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for
High School Choral Music. Students taking Intermediate Chorus develop musicianship and
specific performance skills through ensemble and solo singing. This class includes the study of
quality repertoire in the diverse styles of choral literature appropriate in difficulty and range for
the students. Chorus classes provide opportunities for performing, creating, and responding to
music. Students develop the ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in
performance of music. Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and
performances. A limited number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily
rehearsal and musical goals. Students are required to participate in performance opportunities
outside of the school day that support and extend learning in the classroom.
Music/Theater Musical Theatre is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre.
Students in this course study the history of musical theatre and its place in today’s society. They
participate in staging, choreographing, rehearsing, and performing an original or existing
musical work. This class may be taught collaboratively among music, theatre, dance, and visual
arts faculty. These activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, culture, analysis,
response, creative process, and integrated studies. Additionally, students explore career
opportunities in the theatre, attend and critique theatrical productions, and recognize the
responsibilities and the importance of individual theatre patrons in their community.
Art History
Art History is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students
taking Art History engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art
criticism, aesthetics, and production. Students study works of art and artifacts from world
cultures, engage in historically relevant studio activities; utilize research skills to discover social,
political, economic, technological, environmental, and historical trends and connections;
analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art;

relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy
and presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios,
and identify art related careers.
Foreign Language
Chinese I
Chinese I, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for World Languages, introduces
students to effective strategies for beginning Chinese language learning, and to various aspects
of Chinese-speaking culture. This course encourages interpersonal communication through
speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and respond to basic requests and
questions, understand and use appropriate greetings and forms of address, participate in brief
guided conversations on familiar topics, and write simple sentences using characters. This
course also emphasizes the development of reading and listening comprehension skills, such
as recognizing letters and sounds of familiar words and comprehending brief oral directions.
Additionally, students will examine the practices, products and perspectives of Chinesespeaking culture; recognize basic routine practices of the target culture; and recognize and use
situation-appropriate non-verbal communication. This course further emphasizes making
connections across content areas and the application of understanding Chinese language and
culture outside of the classroom.
Chinese II
Chinese II, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for World Languages, builds upon
effective strategies for Chinese language learning by encouraging the use of the language and
cultural understanding for self-directed purposes. This course encourages interpersonal
communication through speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and respond to
requests and questions in expanded contexts, participate independently in brief conversations
on familiar topics, and write sentences and descriptions using characters. This course also
emphasizes the development of reading and listening comprehension skills, such as using
contextual clues to guess meaning and recognizing words and characters through stroke order
and stroke count. Students will address the presentational mode by presenting prepared
material on a variety of topics, as well as reading aloud to practice appropriate pronunciation.
Additionally, students will describe the practices, products and perspectives of Chinesespeaking culture; report on basic family and social practices of the target culture; and describe
contributions from the target culture. This course further emphasizes making connections
across content areas and the application of understanding Chinese language and culture
outside of the classroom.
Chinese III
Chinese III, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for World Languages, builds
upon effective strategies for Chinese language learning by facilitating the use of the language
and cultural understanding for self-directed purposes. This course encourages interpersonal

communication through speaking and writing, providing opportunities to initiate, sustain and
close conversations; exchange detailed information in oral and written form; and write simple
paragraphs using characters. This course also emphasizes the continued development of
reading and listening comprehension skills, such as using radicals, stroke order, and stroke
count to guess meaning. Students will address the presentational mode by presenting studentcreated material on a variety of topics, as well as reading aloud to practice appropriate
pronunciation. Additionally, students will continue to develop understanding of Chinesespeaking culture through recognition of the interrelations among the practices, products and
perspectives of the target culture; discussion of significant events in the target culture; and
investigation of elements that shape cultural identity in the target culture. This course further
emphasizes making connections across content areas as well the application of understanding
Chinese language and culture outside of the classroom.
Spanish I
Spanish I, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for World Languages, introduces
students to effective strategies for beginning Spanish language learning, and to various aspects
of Spanish-speaking culture. This course encourages interpersonal communication through
speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and respond to basic requests and
questions, understand and use appropriate greetings and forms of address, participate in brief
guided conversations on familiar topics, and write short passages with guidance. This course
also emphasizes the development of reading and listening comprehension skills, such as
reading isolated words and phrases in a situational context and comprehending brief written or
oral directions. Additionally, students will examine the practices, products and perspectives of
Spanish-speaking culture; recognize basic routine practices of the target culture; and recognize
and use situation-appropriate non-verbal communication. This course further emphasizes
making connections across content areas and the application of understanding Spanish
language and culture outside of the classroom.
Spanish II
Spanish II, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for World Languages, builds upon
effective strategies for Spanish language learning by encouraging the use of the language and
cultural understanding for self-directed purposes. This course encourages interpersonal
communication through speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and respond to
requests and questions in expanded contexts, participate independently in brief conversations
on familiar topics, and write cohesive passages with greater independence and using
appropriate formats. This course also emphasizes the development of reading and listening
comprehension skills, such as using contextual clues to guess meaning and comprehending
longer written or oral directions. Students will address the presentational mode by presenting
prepared material on a variety of topics, as well as reading aloud to practice appropriate
pronunciation and intonation. Additionally, students will describe the practices, products and
perspectives of Spanish-speaking culture; report on basic family and social practices of the
target culture; and describe contributions from the target culture. This course further

emphasizes making connections across content areas and the application of understanding
Spanish language and culture outside of the classroom.
Spanish III
Spanish III, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for World Languages, builds upon
effective strategies for Spanish language learning by facilitating the use of the language and
cultural understanding for self-directed purposes. This course encourages interpersonal
communication through speaking and writing, providing opportunities to initiate, sustain and
close conversations; exchange detailed information in oral and written form; and write cohesive
information with greater detail. This course also emphasizes the continued development of
reading and listening comprehension skills, such as using cognates, synonyms and antonyms to
derive meaning from written and oral information, as well as comprehending detailed written or
oral directions. Students will address the presentational mode by presenting student-created
material on a variety of topics, as well as reading aloud to practice appropriate pronunciation
and intonation. Additionally, students will continue to develop understanding of Spanishspeaking culture through recognition of the interrelations among the practices, products and
perspectives of the target culture; discussion of significant events in the target culture; and
investigation of elements that shape cultural identity in the target culture. This course further
emphasizes making connections across content areas as well the application of understanding
Spanish language and culture outside of the classroom.
Health and Physical Education
Gym (Physical Education) Physical Education I and II, as well as Elective Physical Education
are based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for Physical Education, and identify what a student
should know and be able to do as a result of a quality physical education program. The goal of a
physically educated student is to maintain appropriate levels of cardiorespiratory endurance,
muscular strength and endurance, flexibility, and body composition necessary for a healthy and
productive life. Through a variety of instructional strategies, students practice skills that
demonstrate: competency in motor skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of
physical activities; understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as
they apply to the learning and performance of physical activities; regular participation in physical
activity to achieve and maintain a healthenhancing level of physical fitness; responsible
personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical activity settings; value for
physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social interaction; and
physical activity as critical to the development and maintenance of good health.
Health Health & Wellness, a course based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for Health &
Wellness, provides the basis to help students adopt and maintain healthy behaviors. Health
education should contribute directly to a student’s ability to successfully practice behaviors that
protect and promote health and avoid or reduce health risks. Through a variety of instructional
strategies, students practice the development of functional health information High School
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May 15, 2015 Edition (essential concepts); determine personal values that support health
behaviors; develop group norms that value a healthy lifestyle; develop the essential skills
necessary to adopt, practice, and maintain health-enhancing behaviors. This course includes
the application of priority areas in a planned, sequential, comprehensive health education
curriculum. Priority areas include: promoting personal health and wellness, physical activity,
healthy eating, promoting safety and preventing unintentional injury and violence, promoting
mental and emotional health, a tobacco-free lifestyle and an alcohol- and other drug-free
lifestyle and promoting human development and family health. This course provides students
with the knowledge and skills of health and wellness core concepts, analyzing influences,
accessing information, interpersonal communication, decision-making and goalsetting skills,
health-enhancing behaviors, and health and wellness advocacy skills.

